
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ , 

Ful f i l l ing His  Commiss ion as  One Church

We are currently more than halfway through our 10-year 
pastoral plan to build a more vibrant , evangelising and 
missionary Church in Singapore. Since we embarked on 
this journey in 2013, we have seen the initiation of new 
programmes and projects, some of which by the grace 
of God have been completed and are bearing fruit. 

With less than four years remaining, I have urged 
archdiocesan organisations to be bolder in carrying 
out their individual missions. They need to broaden the 
scope of their work as necessary, and recruit and retain 
good people who love God and the Church, so that the 
Gospel will continue to be proclaimed in Singapore.

We need to support each other in fulfilling His  
great commission. If we believe and experience the 
Father ’s love for us, we are called to open our hearts 
to love as He does, sustained by a living and intimate 
relationship with the Lord.

The GIFT (Giving in Faith and Thankfulness) campaign 
by Catholic Foundation has been instrumental in rallying 
the faithful together. If every Catholic responds to the 
GIFT call, we can make our vision a reality.

I thank you for supporting the fundraising efforts for 
the archdiocese’s operational and infrastructural needs. 
Together, we can ensure the future of the Church in 
Singapore for generations to come.

May God bless you.

Most Reverend William Goh 
Archbishop of Singapore
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Archdiocesan Prayer Mission: From March 2019, the 
faithful gathered monthly to pray for the clergy and 
laity behind its organisations and projects.

Mission Masses: Contributors to GIFT gathered on 
18 March and 19 August 2019 to pray and learn more 
about the pastoral plan.

Thanksgiving Mass: At the Mass on 11 November 2019, 
the Foundation and organisations supported by GIFT 
offered pieces of a jigsaw puzzle, joined into a cross.

Online Masses: With Masses suspended from 
February 2020, the Foundation is supporting the 
online Masses celebrated by the archbishop.

Strategic Communion: Four meetings were held 
during the year; in August 2019, the archbishop urged 
organisations to ramp up efforts to realise the vision.

Volunteers and Ambassadors: Over 170 Catholics 
assist with operations and administration, and help 
spread the pastoral vision within their communities.

Holy Cross Advent Concert: The parish staged a 
concert on 29 November 2019, “Waiting in Joyful 
Hope”, and contributed proceeds to GIFT.

Dining for a Great Cause: Creative Eateries sponsored 
a dinner on 21 June 2019 by an “Iron Chef” at Patara 
Fine Thai Cuisine for GIFT’s benefit.

The GIFT Call
Pray ... Act ...



Regular Giving & Accountability: The Foundation 
has several modes of secure, convenient giving, and 
publishes regular updates on funds raised and used.

Restricted Funds: Individuals can channel 
contributions to specific causes they may feel more 
inclined to support, such as the Catholic Hub.

Receptions: At the lunch (6 May 2019) and the annual 
dinner (11 September 2019), the archbishop urged 
attendees to work towards realising the pastoral vision.

FaithWorks: Held at the annual dinner, this inaugural 
three-dimensional art exhibition aimed to promote the 
faith while raising funds for the archdiocese. 

... Give.

Grants Disbursed

Whether priests, religious or laity, each of us is equally responsible for sustaining and 
growing our Church so that she can spread the Gospel as Christ commanded. 

$ ’ 0 00

Archd iocesan Organisat ions

Archdiocesan Commiss ion for 
Cathol ic Schools 285

Archdiocesan Commiss ion for 
the Family 230

Cathol ic Preschool  Educat ion 
(Singapore) L imited 1,000

Cathol ic Theological  Inst i tute 
of  Singapore 460

Off ice for  Catechesis 700

Off ice for the New 
Evangelisation 200

Off ice for  Young People 800

Sink ing  Funds

Archdiocesan Bui lding  
Sink ing Fund 500

Archdiocesan Lease Renewal 
Sink ing Fund 100

Common Parish Lease Renewal 
Sink ing Fund 1,000

Parishes ’  Bui lding Sink ing 
Funds 449

Bui ld ing  Funds 1

Bethany East 80

Cathol ic Hub2 20,400

St Francis  Xavier  Seminary 
Bui lding 1,130

Other  Funds

Cathol ic Foundat ion 
Scholarship Fund    -

Clergy Wel fare and Ret i rement 500

Digi t isat ion 300

To t a l 2 8 , 1 3 4

The amounts disbursed to these projects are from both restricted 
funds and unrestricted funds.
Referred to as “Archdiocesan Hub” in previous Annual Reports.
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Resurrection 
is the aim and 
purpose of life
It was a homily with a di� erent 
approach when Pope Francis 
celebrated a recent Mass 
where he began by asking how 
we respond to the call “to rise 
again”. His Holiness reminded 
those present that “we [are] 
not born for death, but for 
resurrection”.

He went on to provide three 
points for reflection, making 
mention of St John’s Gospel and 
Jesus’ promise that “Whoever 
comes to me I will never cast 
out”.

The invitation to “go 
to Jesus” may seem both 
predictable and generic, said 
the Pope. But we need to make 
it concrete, asking ourselves 
questions like: “Did I involve 
Jesus in the people I met 
today, did I bring them to Him in 
prayer? What is the direction of 
my journey? There is no middle 
ground for those who believe, 
said the Pope. “Whoever 

The GIFT (Giving in Faith and Thankfulness) campaign was launched in Advent 2016 to support the archdiocese’s vision of a more vibrant, 
evangelising and missionary Church. This report updates on the campaign’s progress.

Giving in Faith & � ank� lness
2019 Quarter 3

GIFT CAMPAIGN REPORT

BREAKDOWN OF CONTRIBUTIONS
CITY DISTRICT
Cathedral of the Good Shepherd
Church of Our Lady of Lourdes
Church of St Alphonsus (Novena Church)
Church of St Bernadette 
Church of St Michael
Church of Sts Peter & Paul
Church of St Teresa
Church of the Sacred Heart
St Joseph’s Church (Victoria Street)

EAST DISTRICT
Church of Divine Mercy  
Church of Our Lady of Perpetual Succour
Church of Our Lady Queen of Peace
Church of St Stephen
Church of the Holy Family
Church of the Holy Trinity

NORTH DISTRICT
Church of Christ the King 
Church of Our Lady Star of the Sea
Church of St Anthony 
Church of the Holy Spirit 
Church of the Risen Christ
St Joseph’s Church (Bukit Timah)

SERANGOON DISTRICT
Church of St Francis Xavier  
Church of St Vincent de Paul
Church of the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Church of the Transfi guration  
St Anne’s Church

WEST DISTRICT
Blessed Sacrament Church
Church of St Francis of Assisi  
Church of St Ignatius
Church of St Mary of the Angels
Church of the Holy Cross

OTHERS
Contributions not identifi able to a parish
CF fundraising receptions and restricted funds

TOTAL

Jan – Sep 2019
 $165,947 

 $36,419 
 $111,952 
 $273,838 
 $108,921 

 $57,510 
 $130,648 
 $136,177 

 $15,998 

 $160,248 
 $527,090 
 $215,628 

 $59,994 
 $299,843 
 $233,701 

 $265,398 
 $85,223 

 $108,703 
 $433,186 
 $203,977 
 $191,693 

 $256,760 
 $270,257 
 $328,494 
 $214,964 
 $103,678 
 $189,817 

 $117,184 
 $88,218 

 $405,052 
 $238,928 
 $331,393 

 $398,065 
 $4,775,459 

 $11,540,363 

BUILD THE CHURCH TODAY FOR TOMORROW

Visit catholicfoundation.sg or pick up a GIFT envelope 
to play your part in the mission of our Church. 

All contributions, big or small, will make a difference. 
Please consider a monthly pledge.

CONTRIBUTIONS BY QUARTERS

KEY ARCHDIOCESAN ORGANISATIONS SUPPORTED BY GIFT

From January till September 2019, GIFT has 
collected $11.5 million. In the last quarter 
(Jul-Sep 2019), $5.6 million was collected, 
largely due to the generosity of benefactors 
who supported the Foundation’s annual 
fundraising dinner.

Compared with collections in the previous 
two years, contributions have fallen in 2019. 
With four years to the end of the pastoral 
plan, and as the implementation of various 
programmes, projects and initiatives are 
being accelerated, more resources will be 
needed. We ask for your continued support.

PROGRESS TO DATE (2016-2019)
GIFT has been funding the operations of 
several key organisations (see bottom of 
page), most of which were set up in the last 
few years. Together with other organisations 
and groups, they are at the forefront of 
building a more vibrant, evangelising and 
missionary Church. 

Many people have since rediscovered their 
faith with renewed vigour. Priests, religious 
and laity are working in greater communion 
through more programmes and outreach.

Contributions through GIFT have funded 
two building projects: the St Francis Xavier 
Seminary Building and the Bethany East 
Clergy Residence. Sinking funds were also 
set up for the renewal of leases and buildings 
of archdiocesan and parish properties. 

Other strategic projects and initiatives 
were introduced for governance and finance, 
strategy, scholarships, and clergy welfare 
and retirement. 

FUTURE PLANS (2020-2023)
Yet, there is much to be done and improved 
on. The net growth of new Catholics, for 
example, has been flat. 

Our archbishop has called for the 
archdiocesan organisations to be bold and 
to collaborate for greater effectiveness 
and outreach. Over the next four years, 
these organisations will be ramping up their 
programmes and initiatives to deepen our 
faith and increase the missionary momentum 
of the Church. In addition, new organisations 
will be launched in 2020: Catholic Family Life, 
Catholic Preschool Education (Singapore) and 
a Christian Leadership Centre.

On top of the ongoing strategic projects, 
the archdiocese will be kicking off a 
digitisation initiative. It will build upon existing 
implementations of media and information 
technology, such as the Catholic.sg website, 
CatholicSG mobile app, and CatholicSG Radio. 

The planned Catholic Hub, which is pending 
approval by the authorities, will be developed 
in phases, with the first phase in the next 
four years. 

Details of these progress and plans will be 
available in the 2019 Advent GIFT booklet, 
which will be circulated in parishes from the 
1 December 2019 weekend. 

YOUR SUPPORT IS VITAL
We thank you for your support and hope 
you will continue to contribute your time, 
talent and resources for the needs of our 
archdiocese, and for the future of the Church.

PRAY ACT GIVE
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Stewardship Report
1 april 2018 - 31 march 2019

Financials

Catholic Foundation is the 
fundraising arm of the Singapore 
archdiocese. With the Foundation 
taking on the task of fundraising, 
archdiocesan organisations can 
focus on their apostolate work 
and be less constrained by 
unsustainable budgets.

Mission
To promote Christian giving and 
provide stewardship for funds 
raised to support the needs of the 
Catholic Archdiocese of Singapore.

Vision
The Foundation inspires Catholics to 
prayerfully consider their stewardship 
responsibility to commit their time, 
talent and treasures to help build a 
vibrant, evangelistic and missionary 
Church in Singapore.

Board
Willie Cheng (Chair)
Dr Lim Cheok Peng (Dy Chair)
Rev Deacon Clement Chen
Patricia Chui 
Pauline Goh
Rev Msgr Philip Heng, SJ 
Joyce Koh
Anthony Lee
Lee Suan Hiang
Vy-vyen Lim
Paul Loo
Andrew Sng
Martha Suen
Rev Fr John-Paul Tan, OFM
Rev Msgr Ambrose Vaz
Dr Gladys Wong
Wong Toon King

Further details of our activities 
and financials are contained in 
the Annual Report 2019. You can 
download it from our website or 
obtain a hardcopy from your parish 
office or from Catholic Foundation at:

55 Waterloo Street, #04-01 
Catholic Centre, Singapore 187954

+65 6338-0348
www.catholicfoundation.sg

Launched in 2016, GIFT (Giving in Faith and Thankfulness) seeks to rally the Catholic community behind the archdiocese’s 
10-year pastoral plan to build a more vibrant, evangelistic and missionary Church. GIFT has various avenues and 
programmes to help the faithful give of their time, talent and treasures.

Annual Report

Regular Giving Restricted Funds Projects & Events

•  Second Collections •  Clergy Welfare and •  Concerts
•  Mail     Retirement •  Receptions
•  GIRO •  Bethany East •  Art Awards
•  Debit/Credit Card •  SFX Seminary Building •  Others
•  Internet Banking •  Archdiocesan Hub

FY 2019 FY 2017/18* 

1 Apr 2018
 – 31 Mar 2019

1 Apr 2017
 – 31 Mar 2018

        S$                 S$

Contributions 16,758,858 18,243,007

Other income 403,558 229,448

Total income 17,162,416 18,472,455

Charitable activities 12,829,501 15,199,515

Fundraising costs 475,821 411,985

Governance costs 191,716 164,594

Total expenditures 13,497,038 15,776,094

Net income for the year 3,665,378       2,696,361

Reserves 21,918,086 18,252,708

*FY 2017/18 covers an 18-month accounting period from 20 Oct 2016 to 
31 Mar 2018. A 12-month period has been provided for comparability with 
FY2019. For full details, please see the annual report.

$
Archdiocesan Organisations
Archdiocesan Commission
for Catholic Schools (ACCS) 250,000
Archdiocesan Commission
for the Family (ACF) 280,000
Catholic Theological Institute
of Singapore (CTIS) 440,000

O�  ce for Catechesis (OFC) 680,000
O�  ce for the 
New Evangelisation (ONE) 380,000
O�  ce for Young 
People (OYP) 700,000

Building Funds

Archdiocesan Hub 5,000,000

Bethany East 725,000
St Francis Xavier (SFX) 
Seminary 2,000,000

Other Funds

Sinking Funds 1,554,000
Clergy Welfare and 
Retirement 100,000

Others 250,000

Total 12,359,000

The GIFT Campaign

Organisation FY 2019 Highlights

Fundraising Ratio: 3%  Programme Ratio: 95%  Reserves Ratio: 1.6 years 

Angelico Art Award: Visitors posing 
with the artworks at the exhibition.

Vita Voxa Choir: Concert at the 
Cathedral of the Good Shepherd.

CF Ambassadors: Reaching out to the 
community with the pastoral vision.

Archdiocesan Prayer Mission: Catholics 
lifting up prayers for the Church.

Shepherds Night: Priest performances 
included a violin recital by Rev Fr Luke Fong.

CF Dinner: His Grace urging the laity to 
build the Church today for tomorrow.

Grants



Financial Highlights

Download the ful l  Annual Repor t 2020 at www.cathol ic foundat ion. sg/annual-repor t s
If you require hard copies ,  please call or email us .

FY 2020 
1 Apr 2019 – 31 Mar 2020

FY 2019 
1 Apr 2018 – 31 Mar 2019

                     S$                     S$

Contributions  15,305,983 16,813,716
Other income  443,964 348,700
Total income  15,749,947  17,162,416 
Fundraising activities  558,342  476,977 
Charitable activites  28,648,476  12,831,466 
Governance costs   211,755  192,448 
Total expenditures  29,418,573  13,500,891 
Net (expenditures) / income for the year  (13,668,626)  3,661,525 
Reserves 8,245,607 21,914,233

Fundraising Ratio:

4% 
Programme Ratio:

97%
 

Reserves Ratio:

0.28 years

Key RatiosContributions Breakdown

Restricted Funds,  4%

SEED,  29%
Pledges,  20%

Ad hoc,  47%

The FY 2020 financial statement was prepared using the Financial Reporting Standards in Singapore (“FRSs”) for the first time. 
The Foundation has applied retrospectively, accounting policy based on FRSs effective as at 31 March 2020.

The details of the financial statements are provided in the Financial Report from pages 40 to 71 in the full Annual Report. 
The income and expenditure items have been described here in simpler terms than those used in the financial statements.  
The equivalent terminologies used in the financial statements are shown in brackets below:
•	 Contributions (Voluntary income and Activities for generating funds)
•	 Other income (Investment income)
•	 Fundraising activities (Costs of generating funds)
•	 Reserves (Total funds carried forward)

The Fundraising Ratio measures fundraising efficiency. It is computed based on the formula:
Fundraising activities / Contributions

The Programme Ratio measures funds deployed on charity programmes versus fundraising and overheads. It is computed 
based on the formula: 
Charitable activities / Total expenditures

The Reserves Ratio measures how long the operations of the organisation can be sustained by the funds available at the end 
of the year. It is computed based on the formula:
Reserves / Total expenditures in the current fiscal year

SEED represents contributions from Special Events and highly Engaged Donors/Contributors.

Notes:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

55 Water loo Street ,  #04-01 Cathol ic Centre ,  Singapore 187954
Tel :  +65 6338-0348       Emai l :  c f@cathol ic . org . sg       www.cathol ic foundat ion. sg


